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"When	cotton	was	first	introduced	to	Europeans	in	medieval	times,	they	were	
mystified.		What	was	the	source	of	this	marvelous	material?		Theories	abounded.
For	a	time,	the	source	was	thought	to	be	'the	Vegetable	Lamb	of	Tartary'—a
plant	with	tiny	sheep	on	stems	bowing	down	and	grazing	the	undergrowth.		One
can	only	imagine	how	they	thought	all	those	tiny	sheep	were	shorn."
From	The	Practical	Spinner's	Guide:	Cotton,	Flax,	Hemp,	Stephenie	Gaustad,	2014

Engraving,	Sir	John	Mandeville,	14th	century

Magda,	R.	Vaughan	Williams,	1925

The	Vegetable	Lamb
Barometz

From	The	Botanic	Garden,	Dr.	Erasmus	Darwin,	1791
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